
START

S1: Get the approval by
your project and/or line

manager 

appro-
ved?

Do not release your DT
software as FOSS 

STOP

S2: Create your GitHub
accounts in accordance to

the DT guideline

Success?

?

S5A: Do you have applied a
patent of / for your part of the

software you want to
contribute?

S5B: Decide whether you
want to set up a patent
based business model

YES

YES
YES

S5C: Are there any patents in the DT
patent pool which are necessary to
use your part of the software or any
other part of the system into which

you want to contribute?

NO

NO

?

S5D: Obtain the approval for 
the respective patents to be 
used free of charge in the 
context of your software.

implicit patent 
release  

permitted?
YES

NO

S4: Using the software architecture create a list all
FOSS sub libs / components your part of the

software requires as embedded (sub)sub-
component.

Specific BOM

S6A: Determine whether elements
of the specific BOM of your

contribution are distributed under a
strong copyleft license?

? A SINGLE 
ONE

S6B: Manage the
license conflict.  

RESTART!
SEVERAL  
OF THEM

S6C: Is that the same license under
which that part of the project is relased

to which you want to contirbute

S7: Contribute your software
under the same license under
which that part of the project is
released to which you want to

contribute

S8A: Become familiar with
the project specific
contribution guideline

S9A: Let all newly created
files of your contribution
start with the specific DT file
header

S9B: Insert a DT copy rightline and
a comment in all files that you have
modified by a sufficiently weighty
contribution.

S10: Contribute your work
in accordance with the

project specific contribution
guideline

DONE

Contributing to a foreign FOSS project:

Avoiding unwanted IPR / patent side effects

Avoiding copyleft conflicts

YES
NO

S3: Describe the 
architectural environment

into which you want to
contribute DT code

software
architecture 

 

NONE 
OF THEM 

SPDX license
identifier 

 

S1.B: Download and study
the skill profile of an Open

Source Supervisor 

S1.A: Has your department
a global Open Source
Supervisor as OSPO

contact?

?

S1.D: Let your Open Source
Supervisor have a kickoff with

the Open Source Program
Office (OSPO) 

NO

YES 

S1.C: Select / inaugurate
your project specific Open

Source Supervisor 

NO

YES
NO

?

YES

NO

S8B: Does the project require to
sign a Contributor License

Agreement?
?

S8C: Sign the required CLA in
accordance with the project

specific contribution guideline
and with the help of the OSPO

YES

NO
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