
START

S1: Get the approval by
your project and/or line

manager 

appro-
ved?

Do not release your DT
software as FOSS 

STOP

S2: Create your GitHub
accounts in accordance to

the DT guideline

Success?

?
S5A: Determine whether
you have applied a patent

of / for your software?

S5B: Decide whether you
want to set up a patent
based business model

YES

YES
YES

S5C: Determine whether there exist
patents in the DT patent pool which
are necessary to use your software

or one of the FOSS sub
components / libs it requires?

NO

NO

?

S5D: Obtain the approval for 
the respective patents to be 
used free of charge in the 
context of your software.

implicit patent 
release  

permitted?
YES

NO

S3: Determine whether you
only want to release an
interface (without any

reference implementation)? 

S4B: Using the software architecture
create a list all embedded FOSS sub

libs / components your software
requires

? NO

FOSS BOM

S6A: Determine whether elements
of the BOM are distributed under a

strong copyleft license?
? A SINGLE 

ONE

S7C: Manage the
license conflict.  

RESTART!
SEVERAL  
OF THEM

S7B: Choose the same
license as license of

your software

S7A: Select any FOSS license for
your software (in accordance to the

DT guideline) 

S8A: Select a shorter GitHub repository name (as part of the repo URL)

S8B: Select a longer more speaking software name (as part of the README)

S8C: Verify, that the selected names do not exist (in the context of GitHub)

S9: List the Github ids of the intended repo owners / admins

YES

S8D: Briefly describe the purpose of your software

* license 
* url name 
* Readme name 
* description 
* Repo owners

S10: Handover the
gathered information to the

Telekom OSPO

S11: Take over the
repository created by the

OSPO

GOT IT

Publishing DT software as FOSS (via a GitHub repository):

Avoiding unwanted IPR / patent side effects

p. 2

Avoiding copyleft conflicts

YES
NO

S4A: Describe the 
architecture of the 

prerequisited software
stack

software
architecture 

 

NONE 
OF THEM SPDX license

identifier 
 

S1.B: Download and study
the skill profile of an Open

Source Supervisor 

S1.A: Has your department
a global Open Source
Supervisor as OSPO

contact?

?

S1.D: Let your Open Source
Supervisor have a kickoff with

the Open Source Program
Office (OSPO) 

NO

YES 

S1.C: Select / inaugurate
your project specific Open

Source Supervisor 

NO

YES
NO

(
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Selecting a FOSS license (for a GitHub Repository)

Do you want to  
enforce your users to distribute 

 their improvements also  
in form of source code?

Is your work a  
library or module  

(instead of being an  
autonously executable  

application)?

S7Cb:  Choose a  
permissive FOSS license  

with a patent clause

S7Ce: Choose a  
FOSS license with a  
strong copyleft effect

triggered by cloud usage

S7Cd: Choose a  
FOSS license with a  
strong copyleft effect

triggered by distribution

S7Cd: Choose a  
FOSS license with a 
weak copyleft effect

triggered by distribution

S7Ca:  Choose a  
permissive FOSS license  
without any patent clause

BSD-2-
CLAUSE-
PATENT

APACHE-
2.0

MIT BSD-2-
CLAUSE

BSD-3-
CLAUSE LGPL-2.1 LGPL-3.0 GPL-2.1 GPL-3.0 AGPL-3.0

Do you want  
to extend the enforcement 

of additionally having to distribute 
the source code also to those  

apps which use your  
library / module?

Do you want to 
attract as many  

users as possible  
to use your work?

Do you want to  
give your users certainty  
that you will not require  

patent fees for using  
your software?

YES

NO  
not necessarily 

NO

YES

Is your  
work mainly used  

in the cloud?

YES

NO  
an APP 

NO  

YES

NO  

YES

YES
NO

S7A: Select any FOSS license for
your software n(in accordance to

the DT guideline) 

from S7A  
on p. 1

back to S7A  
on p. 1
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